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Smithsonian to Display Rare Proof Coins at Numismatic 
Convention in Baltimore 

The Smithsonian will showcase 21 numismatic rarities from its 
National Numismatic Collection at the World's Fair of Money 
convention. Collectors in the Baltimore area won’t want to miss this 
extraordinary event. 

Read this article... 

World Coins Accepted for On-Site Grading at ANA World's 
Fair of Money in Baltimore 

Ken Krah will be on-site at the show to grade World coins from July 
29th through August 1st. 

Read this article... 

Class of '22 

David W. Lange takes us back to the year 1922, when an interruption 
in minting met a number of unconventional purposes — and resulted 
in a variety of fascinating coinage. 

Read this article... 

Coming Soon! Fractional-Weight American Buffalo Gold 
Coins 

The Mint has at last released details of the 2008 Gold Buffalos, which 
will include one-tenth ounce, quarter ounce, and half ounce 
denominations for the first time. 

Read this article... 

NGC and NumisMedia Expand Relationship 

Open Access for Online F.M.V. Prices. Beginning July 1st, NGC and 
NumisMedia will expand the availability of F.M.V. prices to more 
collectors and dealers. This relationship brings many benefits, 
including lower monthly price guide rates and more online resources. 
Read this article... 

From the Grading Room: Matte Proof 1925-S California Half 
Dollar 

NGC recently certified a Matte Proof 1925-S California Half Dollar. 
This previously unreported coin commemorates the 75th anniversary 
of California’s statehood. 

Read this article... 

Attention to Detail 

Want to be more detail-oriented with your coins? Skip Fazzari gives a 
crash course on simple ways to hone your “collector’s eye. ” 

Read this article... 

New NGC Web Site Features Require Password 

To accommodate new and upcoming features, several areas of the 
NGC Web site now require a login and password. Set yours up today 
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Read this article... 

Superb 1861-P Paquet Reverse Double Eagle at ANA 
Convention 

A celebrated rarity, the 1861 $20 “Paquet Reverse” NGC MS-67 will 
be exhibited during the ANA Convention as the centerpiece of a 
complete collection of $20 Liberty Double Eagles. 

Read this article... 
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Smithsonian to Display Rare 
Proof Coins at Numismatic 
Convention in Baltimore 


Posted on 7/9/2008 

The Smithsonian will showcase 21 numismatic rarities from its National 
Numismatic Collection at the World's Fair of Money convention. Collectors in the 
Baltimore area won’t want to miss this extraordinary event. 

Washington, D.C., July 7—The Smithsonian's National Museum of American 
History will showcase 21 numismatic rarities from its National Numismatic 
Collection at the World's Fair of Money convention hosted by the American 
Numismatic Association from July 30 to Aug. 3 at the Baltimore Convention 
Center. "Historic Rarities: Early United States Proof Coins," will include the 1860 
double eagle proof pattern with the Paquet reverse, a special design made by its 
engraver, Anthony Paquet, and a previously unknown variety of an 1818 proof half 
dollar as part of the traveling display. 

Initially, the Philadelphia Mint made proof coins as showpieces to demonstrate 
American talent and innovation. These early proofs are recognized by their mirror 
finish and feature sharper relief than found on coins made for circulation. The 
coins in the "Historic Rarities" display are part of a larger collection transferred to 
the Smithsonian by the U.S. Mint in the 1920s. 

"This traveling display provides an opportunity to showcase extraordinary and rare 
proof coins, including an 1818 silver half-dollar proof which our curator recently 
reclassified as unique as it is the only one made at the time," said Brent D. Glass, 
director of the National Museum of American History. This display represents the 
museum's second appearance at the Baltimore convention. 

"NGC and NCS are immensely proud to be presenting sponsors of this exhibition; 
proof coinage and Paquet's pattern demonstrate first hand the beauty of coinage 



and the active human role of designers and engravers. Showcasing these rarities 
is a wonderful opportunity for the numismatic community," said Mark Salzberg, 
chairman of the Numismatic Guaranty Corporation. 

The display is divided into four sections: Early Proofs, 1843 Proofs, the Anthony 
Paquet double eagle pattern and Baltimore national currency proofs.The objects 
in the group of early proofs include coins of several denominations dating from 
1818 to 1821. The coins were minted in several different metals, including copper, 
silver and gold. The group dated 1821 is likely the only such grouping in 
existence. 

The set of coins dated 1843 includes rare examples of the artistry and evolving 
techniques of the period, including coins of which fewer than 10 examples survive 
today. Here, visitors will see an 1838-0 half dollar from New Orleans , a legendary 
coin among collectors as only about a dozen of them survive. 

The 1860 double eagle pattern is unique because of its special Paquet reverse 
and the fact that it was struck in gold. All other examples of this coin were struck 
in copper. The fourth set of items will be of special interest to Baltimore residents 
because it includes paper proofs of currency circulated by Baltimore's national 
banks. The two paper proofs provide a window into the city's prominent role in 
American banking during the immediate post-Civil War period. 

The "Historic Rarities" display draws from the museum's National Numismatic 
Collection, which consists of more than 1.5 million objects, including coins, 
medals and paper currency and preserves the role of money in economic history. 
Previously, the museum has sent displays to Denver and Orlando. Each exhibition 
in the traveling coin program is designed specifically for its particular venue. 

Background 

The "Historic Rarities: Early United States Proof Coins," traveling display will 
appear at the World's Fair of Money in Baltimore from July 30 to Aug. 3, located at 
the Baltimore Convention Center, One W. Pratt Street in Baltimore. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation of America and Numismatic Conservation 
Services LLC are the presenting sponsors of the exhibition. Numismatic Guaranty 
Corporation of America certifies and authenticates rare coins, tokens and medals. 
Numismatic Conservation Services is the sole professional service dedicated only 
to the conservation of numismatic objects. Both NGC and NCS are independent 
members of the Certified Collectibles Group, headquartered in Sarasota, Fla. 



The National Museum of American History is currently closed for major 
renovations and will re-open in fall 2008. For information about the museum, 
please visit http://americanhistory.si.edu or call Smithsonian Information at (202) 
633-1000, (202) 633-5285 (TTY). 

Released August 1, 2007, Smithsonian, National Museum of American History, 
Kenneth E. Behring Center. Download as PDF 
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World Coins Accepted for On- 
Site Grading at ANA World's 
Fair of Money in Baltimore 

Posted on 7/9/2008 


Ken Krah will be on-site at the show to grade World coins from July 29th through 
August 1st. 

NGC World Coin Grader Ken Krah will be joining the NGC on-site grading team at 
the ANA World’s Fair of Money in Baltimore. This will allow for the grading of 
World coins at the show, in addition to the U.S. coins always accepted for on-site 
service. 


On-site grading will be offered Tuesday, July 29th (during dealer setup) through 
Friday, August 1st. Please check with NGC show representatives for daily 
submission cut-off times. NGC will be at tables 1235, 1237, and 1239. The cost 
for World coin on-site grading is the same as for U.S. coins. 

Please read below for complete details on the services offered during this show: 


Gold Special $50 per coin 

Gold coins valued $1,500 and under (5 coin minimum). 


Value Walkthrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued $1,500 and under. 



Walkthrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued $1501 to $100,000. 



Coins are graded in lots on a first-come, first-serve basis. Please check with NGC 
representatives when your lot is ready. Most coins are returned within 24 to 48 
hours. 










S pecial Note : Due to the special handling required, NGC will not accept 
submissions of the following coins at these shows for on-site grading or regular 
service submissions to be returned to the NGC offices: 

Presidential Dollars . 20th Anniversary Ea gles. Early Releases . American Libert y 
Series . 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets 

These submissions must be sent to the NGC offices in Sarasota, FL, by the 
submitter. 

Other on-site services offered: 


Expedite Walkthrough $150 per coin 

Guaranteed 4-hour turnaround, coins valued $100,000 and under. 
Coins are returned within four hours or regular show pricing applies. 

High-Value Walkthrough $200 per coin 

4-hour turnaround, coins valued $100,001 to $500,000. 


Unlimited-Value Walkthrough 

$500 per coin 

4-hour turnaround, coins valued above $500,000. 



Please be aware that while we strive to provide the most accurate information 
available, the scheduled dates and the attendance of NGC at the listed shows are 
subject to change. 
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Class of ’22 


Posted on 7/9/2008 

David W. Lange takes us back to the year 1922, when an interruption in minting 
met a number of unconventional purposes — and resulted in a variety of 
fascinating coinage. 

In 2008, when our coins are produced as much for sale 
to collectors as for legitimate commercial needs, it 
seems that each and every denomination is produced 
annually at multiple mints, regardless of circulating 
requirements. This has not always been the case. In 
the early decades of United States coinage, 
interruptions in minting were commonplace. It was not 
unusual for certain denominations to go several years 
without production. For example, before 1818, the 
quarter dollar was struck only in 1796, 1804-07, and 
1815. By the 20th century, however, such lapses were 
quite rare and typically were confined to just one of several mints in any given 
year. 

It thus came as quite a surprise to collectors in 1922 when the U.S. Mint coined 
only cents, silver dollars, double eagles, and commemorative pieces. So many 
coins had been produced during the booming wartime economy of 1916-20 that 
the post-war recession resulted in a glut of these issues for the next two or three 
years. For example, at the end of fiscal year 1922 (June 30), the San Francisco 
Mint still held in its vaults some 15,493,230 undistributed cents. The Denver Mint 
had on hand a total of 20,250,700 unwanted pennies! The situation wasn’t as 
severe in Philadelphia, but that mint still had no need to coin additional cents from 
November of 1921 to March of 1923. A similar redundancy existed for the other 
denominations, from five cents through half dollar. 

As is well known, all cents dated 1922 were coined at Denver. The entire mintage 
of 7,160,000 pieces was produced during January and February, and the reason 











for striking additional cents during an obvious surplus is unknown. It’s not 
impossible that the director’s office in Washington simply wanted to maintain date 
continuity by producing just enough pieces to discourage speculation. If this was 
the plan, however, it backfired, as these coins were sought by collectors almost 
from their inception. In the June 1927 issue of The Numismatist, frequent 
contributor Robert H. Lloyd observed that 1922-D cents “are much sought after 
and are difficult to find in circulation.” 

Compounding their desirability was the fact that a certain percentage of this issue 
lacked a visible mintmark. It took some years for the hobby to accept that all were 
indeed coined at the Denver Mint, and the 1922 “plain” cents became a popular 
speculation within an already scarce issue. One collector and small-time dealer 
named Maurice D. Scharlack made 1922-dated cents his specialty and boasted in 
1937 that he possessed some 25,000 examples of this coin and its assorted 
varieties. Collectors were urged by him to acquire examples of the regular strike 
having a clear mintmark, the “partial D” variety and the “no D” variety. 

Indeed, the 1922-D cents were made quite hastily and without regard to quality 
control. The dies became severely eroded, resulting in distorted and missing 
features, among these being the mintmark. For any other year, such coins would 
have gone without much notice, but knowledge that all 1922 cents were coined at 
the Denver Mint made such defective pieces desirable to collectors. 

Most of the United States coins produced during 1922 were not expected to 
circulate in the conventional sense. The nearly 85,000,000 silver dollars struck at 
the three mints that year were simply replacements for other pieces melted during 
1918-19. Since the coins melted had mostly sat idle in vaults for decades, this 
was largely the fate of the new silver dollars, too. Worn examples from all three 
mints are common today, but so too are nearly equal numbers of uncirculated 
ones. 

The mints at Philadelphia and San Francisco also coined gold double eagles in 
1922, but these coins were intended primarily for international exchanges. Gold 
coins had not enjoyed much circulation in the eastern United States after 1861, 
when banks and the Treasury suspended specie payments. Even after the new 
paper money achieved value parity with gold in 1878, most Americans preferred 
the former for its convenience. Gold coins were a common medium in the West 
until 1917 or thereabouts, World War I finally disrupting this practice and forcing 
the use of paper on skeptical westerners, too. While gold coins remained 
available in 1922 upon request, it seems that the quarter eagle was the 
denomination most sought by Americans, and these solely for gift-giving 
purposes. Bank tellers usually charged a slight premium over face for the popular 



coins, and this premium was even higher for the old Coronet Liberty type. 


The final players in 1922’s coinage were silver half dollars and gold dollars minted 
to honor the centennial of Ulysses S. Grant’s birth. These, of course, were sold to 
collectors at more than face value, though some of the halves later found their 
way into circulation during the hard times of the 1930s. The common design for 
both denominations was sculpted by Laura Gardin Fraser. Each coin was struck 
first with an incuse star in its obverse field, and this was then polished out of the 
die to produce a second, starless variety. There was no real significance to this 
extra element; it was simply a means by which to sell collectors two of the same 
coin. While the gold dollars are of about equal rarity for both varieties, the half 
dollar with star is noticeably scarcer than its plain companion. 

David W. Lange’s column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association 
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Coming Soon! Fractional- 
Weight American Buffalo Gold 
Coins 


Posted on 7/14/2008 

The Mint has at last released details of the 2008 Gold Buffalos, which will include 
one-tenth ounce, quarter ounce, and half ounce denominations for the first time. 

The U.S. Mint will begin accepting orders for the fractional weights of the 
American Buffalo, or the Gold Buffalo Coin on July 22 at noon Eastern Time. The 
coin's proof and uncirculated versions will be sold in four sizes: one ounce, $50 
denomination; one-half ounce, $25 denomination; one-quarter ounce, $10 
denomination; and one-tenth ounce, $5 denomination, a Mint release said. 

Collectors can also opt to buy a full set of four coins. Customer demand will 
dictate the mintage and product limits for the proof and uncirculated coins. 

The proof version of the American Buffalo Gold Coin debuted in 2006, containing 
one ounce of 24-karat. The Presidential $1 Coin Act of 2005 authorized the coin's 
production, creating history by making it the first-ever pure (.9999 fine) 24-karat 
gold coin minted for the public. The coin's obverse and reverse designs feature 
images by noted American sculptor James Earle Fraser, a student of Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens, for America's 5-cent coin (nickel).That Indian Head, or Buffalo, 
nickel was launched in 1913 and showcases the native beauty of the American 
West. The depiction on the coin’s obverse is believed to be based on three 
different American Indians, of which Fraser named Chief Iron Tail of the Lakota 
Sioux and Chief Two Moons of the Cheyenne before his death. The bison on the 
coin’s reverse is believed to be modeled after Black Diamond, a popular attraction 
at the New York Zoological Gardens. 

The fractional denominations of the gold coins were authorized to be issued by 
the Secretary of Treasury based on a market research. Both the proof and 



uncirculated American Buffalo Coins feature designs based on the classic 1913 
nickel. The "W" mintmark of the United States Mint at West Point is inscribed on 
the coin's obverse along with the word "Liberty" and year. Inscriptions on the 
reverse include the face value and weight 

Each coin comes with a Certificate of Authenticity, is encapsulated in protective 
plastic and mounted in a custom-designed hardwood presentation case. Prices for 
the four proof versions range from $159.95 for the proof one-tenth ounce to 
$1,199.95 for the proof one ounce. The complete set of four is marked at 
$2,219.95. 

The uncirculated versions range from $129.95 for the one-tenth ounce to 
$1,059.95 for the one ounce coins. The complete set is priced at $1,959.95. 
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NGC and NumisMedia Expand 
Relationship 

Posted on 7/9/2008 


Open Access for Online F.M.V. Prices. Beginning July 1st, NGC and NumisMedia 
will expand the availability of F.M.V. prices to more collectors and dealers. This 
relationship brings many benefits, including lower monthly price guide rates and 
more online resources. 


A guest article from NumisMedia 

Since 2005, NumisMedia has been the official price guide of NGC, the leading 
third-party coin grading service, and the Collectors Society. Now, proudly, NGC 
and NumisMedia are working together to expand the availability of our Fair Market 
Value prices to more collectors and dealers. 

Beginning July 1st, viewing the NumisMedia Online Fair Market Value Price Guide 
(all grades, Good through MS70) will no longer require a password and 
username. Previously, in order to access grades MS61-MS70 online you had to 
be a collector subscriber to the monthly F.M.V. Price Guide. By opening the Mint 
State grades to all visitors of NumisMedia.com, we hope to present our impartial 
and independent Fair Market Value Price Guide to a wider audience. 

The regular subscription rates for the monthly F.M.V. Price Guide have also 
changed; dropping as much as 12.5 percent. The new subscription rates are listed 
inside this publication and online. Special discounted subscriber rates will see 
similar reductions. 


Congruently, NGC will begin to broaden their use of NumisMedia’s F.M.V. Prices 
on the NGC Web site (www.ngccoin.com) and the Collectors Society Web site 
(www.collectors-society.com). Price listing will be expanded in the Census Report 
to now include MS61-MS70 prices and will soon be integrated into selected NGC 
research sections of their Web site, including the Coin Encyclopedia, and the 




VarietyPlus™ Catalog. 


The NGC Coin Encyclopedia, a new online resource, currently has over 200 
different coin types included. Each is described with an entertaining and 
informative historical summary, detailing its background and occasion for 
issuance. Every coin is illustrated with examples chosen from the Photo Proof 
image archive, NGC’s premier coin imaging service. Many coins are also 
accompanied by a comprehensive gallery of images from the NGC Registry. 

These user-supplied images allow viewers to quickly examine a broad array of 
different grades and dates for each U.S. coin type. A searchable bibliography has 
also been incorporated into the Encyclopedia for collectors who wish to continue 
to expand their learning. 

VarietyPlus, another valuable service offered by NGC, is the attribution of coin 
varieties: coins which differ from their basic design type in some distinctive way. 
Thousands of varieties have been photographed and cataloged in reference 
books, making them highly collectable. The VarietyPlus Catalog is a 
comprehensive guide to the varieties recognized by NGC. A future release will 
include important attribution information and detailed photographs. 

By furthering our relationship with NGC, our hope is that it will have a positive 
effect on the collecting community as a whole. NGC’s name recognition and their 
mission of constantly improving the numismatic environment for collectors makes 
for a complementary and harmonious relationship for the two organizations. 

The uncertain economy will certainly make this an interesting summer for the coin 
business. Even though the overall market remains very strong, some dealers and 
collectors whose income is tied somewhat to the influences of this muddled 
economy may not be so lucky. Consumer prices are going up in direct response to 
higher oil prices, the stock market is wobbly at best, and many more Americans 
are losing their jobs. In addition, the summer months are normally a time when the 
coin market takes a breather, especially for more common coins. However, the 
biggest challenges may await those serious collectors who are trying to acquire 
numismatic rarities. 

What we are seeing now is that average collectors are slowing down on their 
numismatic purchases while some others may be forced into selling. The more 
common material has been bringing discounts creating lower F.M.V. prices. The 
rare coins are still commanding premiums over current F.M.V., which usually 
prices most average collectors out of the competition. However, there is still a 
large group of collectors with the wherewithal to persistently put their investment 
money into rare coins; thus, we continue to find extremely active buyers for rare 



coins and low census coins in the upper grades. 


The ANA World’s Fair of Money at the Baltimore Convention Center, usually the 
highlight show of the year, is not far off, running July 29th to August 2nd. Many 
dealers wait for this show to bring out some of their most important rarities and 
collectors save all year long in anticipation of this major, well-attended event. 
Heritage Auction Galleries hosts the official auction and it is sure to set some new 
records. One of the highlights of this sale will be the section of Deep Mirror 
Prooflike Morgan Dollars. This is from one of the finest collections assembled in 
the last 10 years and will attract the top collectors in this area. 

In the last few months, we have noticed an increase in demand for Carson City 
coins. When it comes to U.S. gold, these coins are not readily available. In many 
cases, when they are offered in auctions, the competition is fierce and most will 
sell for premiums of F.M.V. There are numerous advances to the F.M.V. this past 
month as a result of reported transactions. The majority of sales are usually Extra 
Fine to MS61 because anything higher in quality is just not entering the market. 

As recently noted, activity for GSA Carson City Morgan Dollars has been very 
steady and prices reported for the highest grades certified by NGC are bringing 
record prices. This past month, the 1883 CC and 1884 CC in MS67 (NGC certified 
in the black holder) have increased from $7,060 and $7,500 to $9,060 and 
$9,380, respectively. Registry collectors are always trying to improve their 
standing compared to others within these specific series. One of the problems 
with collecting the Carson City Dollars in the black holder is that some of the rare 
dates are simply not available. However, we have just learned that the only 1889 
CC in a black holder is available and may soon be certified by NGC. The lucky 
collector who adds this to his or her registry set will surely have one up on the 
competition. 

This is a guest article written by: 


m 


The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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From the Grading Room: Matte 
Proof 1925-S California Half 
Dollar 


Posted on 7/9/2008 

NGC recently certified a Matte Proof 1925-S California Half Dollar. This previously 
unreported coin commemorates the 75th anniversary of California’s statehood. 

Recently certified by NGC is this previously unreported 



Matte Proof 1925-S California Half Dollar. This coin 
commemorates the 75th anniversary of California’s 
statehood, and features two motifs which embody 


click image to enlarge 


California of the 1850’s: a gold prospector and a grizzly 
bear. 


Matte proof commemorative half dollars were specially prepared for presentation 
although in most cases very little documentation exists to illuminate their true 
purpose. The design, rim, and notably the legends on this coin are very crisply 
struck, much more so than on a business-strike example of the issue. Inherent of 
proof coinage of this type, it does not possess reflective luster; rather the entire 
design has a very uniform appearance. Matte proofs allowed designers to 
showcase the design elements of the coin, and were "fashionable" during the 
early Twentieth Century. 

From the Grading Room is an occasional feature on this site in which we highlight 
some of the unusual, interesting, and special coins submitted to NGC for 
certification. You can also learn more about the California Diamond Jubilee Half 
Dollar in the NGC Coin Encyclopedia. 







click image to enlarge 
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Attention to Detail 


Posted on 7/9/2008 

Want to be more detail-oriented with your coins? Skip Fazzari gives a crash 
course on simple ways to hone your “collector’s eye. ” 

While graders tend to look at coins for their overall eye appeal and attractiveness, 
many authenticators take a different approach. I have always examined coins 
closely for their flaws. This approach probably developed when I was a young 
collector searching through pocket change for minor minting errors. My attention 
to details really paid off when I began to learn coin authentication. I believe a 
person can be self-taught to be “detail-oriented.” 

As soon as you put this column down, get a hand lens out and examine some of 
your coins. There is no such thing as a “junk” coin. Treat every coin as if you are 
trying to authenticate it. You will learn something from each coin you examine. 
Over time, depending on the number of coins you examine, you will really learn 
what coins should look like. If you are able to do this exercise using a stereo 
microscope, as is done in the ANA Authentication course, you will become more 
attuned to a coin’s details than most collectors. An added benefit to this type of 
training is the ability to identify many of the characteristics you will see on coins 
later when you only have access to a hand lens. 

As you look at a coin, break it down into its component parts so that you can fully 
focus on what you see. Is the shape of the coin correct? Are its lettering and 
design artful and uniform? Is its color as expected? Experience plays an 
important role here. A golden-color Lincoln cent would raise some eyebrows here 
in the United States, yet many people from a foreign country would have no idea 
that the coin was unusual. Many of us may be in the same predicament when it 
comes to foreign coins. What shape and color is a Japanese Nibu Kin? Go look it 
up; I’ll have a test later. 

Now let’s take a more detailed look at your coin. Start with its fields. Are they 
smooth? Do you find any evidence of metal flow at the edges of the letters, 



denticals, and relief of the coin? Do the fields appear rough, granular, or 
crystalline? Are there any depressions, craters, or microscopic holes? Do you see 
any odd shape lumps either in the field or next to the relief areas? Can you find 
any lines from die or planchet polishing operations? 

Don’t forget to examine the coin’s rim and edge. Is there a raised seam or any 
lumps of metal around the edge? Has the edge been filed? Is the edge smooth, 
lettered, or reeded? Are the edge letters uniform? Is the edge reeding uniform? 
The list of details goes on and on. We can make a case for a coin’s authenticity 
out of any of the characteristics I have mentioned. For instance, on some coins, 
the presence of uniform, well-shaped edge lettering would raise suspicion that the 
coin was a counterfeit! 

In coin authentication, there are exceptions to almost every rule. That is one 
reason why it’s so important to know what a genuine coin should look like. This 
“look” may change from country to country and for different time periods or coin 
type. 

Occasionally, a collector will overlook the “genuine” details on their coin and go 
with their “common sense” perception. Once, while giving an authentication 
seminar, a student asked me to look at one of his coins. He was convinced that 
the coin was a cast fake because it did not “ring” when tapped, as a genuine silver 
half dollar should. 

I looked at it with a hand lens and pronounced it genuine. As I gave my opinion 
and handed the coin back to the collector, he smiled and dropped the coin on to 
the desktop. The sickening “dull” sound that a lead cast counterfeit coin makes 
when it is dropped on a hard surface sent a shiver through my whole body. The 
collector looked amused by my reaction as I picked the coin up and examined it 
again more closely. It was an obviously genuine die-struck silver half dollar. The 
coin should “ring” when dropped, but it did not. It provided a great “lesson coin” for 
the class as my second “detailed” examination confirmed that the coin was real — 
and I discovered why it had lost its “ring.” There was a crack along part of the 
coin’s edge where the planchet had split after it was struck! That is what ruined 
the coin’s tonal quality and caused the collector to overlook all the other details of 
the coin that proved it to be authentic. Train yourself to pay close attention to a 
coin’s details so that you do not make the same error. 

This article previously featured in Numismatic News. 
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New NGC Web Site Features 
Require Password 

Posted on 7/9/2008 


To accommodate new and upcoming features, several areas of the NGC Web site 
now require a login and password. Set yours up today and enhance your 
collecting experience. 

Several areas of the NGC Web site now require a login and password. If you are 
an authorized dealer or a Collectors Society member, you can use your 
preexisting login for immediate and FULL site access. If you do not have an 
account, create a Pass Key account. A Pass Key for the NGC site is free and 
gives you access to many features. Simply click on the “Interested in Joining?” 
link found at the login area in the left margin of the NGC home page. 

These changes were made to accommodate a series of new and upcoming Web 
site features, including member home pages, expanded site content, improved 
email list management features, and much more! All of these tools will help to 
keep you better informed about new services as they come online. We’re 
committed to enhancing your experience as a collector by providing you with 
industry leading tools and information. 

Also, if you always use the same computer, take advantage of the Remember Me 
feature when you log in. This will keep you logged in so that whenever you visit 
this site, you can proceed directly to password-protected features without logging 
in. 


Articles List 




NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 



catawiki ebay V Coins View All > 


OOiO® 

<®ncs i-PMG max: ®ccs basg~ 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


H United States 





Sign In 


oaNGC 


® 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



Superb 1861-P Paquet Reverse 
Double Eagle at ANA 
Convention 


Posted on 7/14/2008 

A celebrated rarity, the 1861 $20 “Paquet Reverse” NGC MS-67 will be exhibited 
during the ANA Convention as the centerpiece of a complete collection of $20 
Liberty Double Eagles. 

One of the two known 1861-P “Paquet Reverse” Double Eagles will be displayed 
during the American Numismatic Association World’s Fair of Money® convention 
in Baltimore, July 30 - August 3, 2008. The famous coin’s previous owners 
include Baltimore banker Waldo Newcomer; former U.S. Treasury Secretary 
William Woodin; Egyptian King Farouk and Ambassador and Mrs. R. Henry 
Norweb. 

The $20 denomination gold coin, graded NGC MS-67, is owned by Brian 
Hendelson, President of Classic Coin Co. of Bridgewater, New Jersey. It will be 
the centerpiece of a 150-coin date and mintmark display of Types I, II and III 
Liberty Head Double Eagles from 1850 to 1907 presented by Monaco Rare Coins 
of Newport Beach, California at booth 644 in the Baltimore Convention Center. 

“With the Smithsonian displaying its 1860 specimen at the ANA convention, it’s 
the perfect time and place to exhibit the finest known 1861 Philadelphia Mint 
Paquet $20 gold piece. It will be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for many 
collectors to conveniently see both spectacular coins in one location in its former 
‘home town,’ Baltimore,” said Hendelson. 


The “Paquet Reverse” is a short-lived tail’s side design with slightly taller, slender 
lettering, and is named after United States Mint engraver, Anthony Paquet. 

For additional information, contact Classic Coin Co., at 



(908)725-5600 or online at www.ClassicCoinCo.com. 
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